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Safe Schools Laws: Non-discrimination 
 

Current as of September 22, 2016 

Alabama 
• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
Alaska  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Arizona  

• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
Arkansas 

• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
California 

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 
identity 

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the basis of association with someone with a 
listed characteristic 

• See Cal. Edc. Code § 234 (2011). 

 
Colorado  

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 
identity 

• See SB 08-200 (2008). 
 
Connecticut  

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 
identity  

• See Conn. Gen. Stat. 10-15c, amended to include sexual orientation in 1997 and 
amended to include gender identity in 2011 

 
Delaware  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=1.&chapter=2.&part=1.&lawCode=EDC&title=1.&article=5.5
http://cdpsdocs.state.co.us/safeschools/Legislation/SB%2008-200%20Expanding%20Discrimination%20Categories.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_164.htm#sec_10-15c
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District of Columbia  
• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 

identity  
• See D.C. Code § 2-1402.41 (2012). 

 
Florida  

• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
Georgia  

• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
Hawaii 

• School regulation or teacher code prohibits bullying on the basis of sexual orientation 
and gender identity  

• See the Hawaii State Board of Education’s Student Safety and Welfare Policy 4211 
(2008). 

 
Idaho  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Illinois 

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 
identity 

• See S.B. 3266 (2010).  

 
Indiana  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 

Iowa 
• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 

identity 
• See Iowa Code § 216.9 (2007). 

 
Kansas  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 

http://ohr.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ohr/publication/attachments/Part%202%20-%20Prohibited%20Acts%20of%20Discrimination.pdf
http://boe.hawaii.gov/policies/4200series/Pages/4211.aspx
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3266&GAID=10&GA=96&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=51081&SessionID=76&SpecSess=
https://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=216.#216.9
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Kentucky  
• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
Louisiana  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Maine 

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 
identity 

• See 5 M.R.S. § 4552 (2005). 

 
Maryland 

• No law protecting LGBT students   

 
Massachusetts 

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 
identity 

• See Mass. Gen. Laws, chapter 76, § 5, amended to include sexual orientation in 1993 
and amended to include gender identity in 2011. 

 
Michigan  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Minnesota 

• Law prohibits bullying on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity 
• See Minn. Stat. § 363A.13 (1993). 

 
Mississippi  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Missouri  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Montana  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
  

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/5/title5sec4552.html
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter76/Section5
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=363A.13
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Nebraska  
• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
Nevada 

• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
New Hampshire 

• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
New Jersey 

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 
identity 

• See N.J. Stat. § 10:5-1 and 10:5-5, amended to include sexual orientation in 1991 and 
amended to include gender identity in 2006. 

 
New Mexico 

• School regulation or teacher code prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation only 

New York  
• No law protecting LGBT students  

 
North Carolina  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
North Dakota  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Ohio  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Oklahoma  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
  

http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=200601&Depth=2&depth=2&expandheadings=on&headingswithhits=on&hitsperheading=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&record=%7b8657%7d&softpage=Doc_Frame_PG42
http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=219642518&Depth=4&TD=WRAP&advquery=%2210%3a5-1%22&headingswithhits=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&rank=&record=%7b396D%7d&softpage=Doc_Frame_Pg42&wordsaroundhits=2&x=0&y=0&zz=
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Oregon 
• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 

identity  
• See ORS § 659.850 (2007). 

 
Pennsylvania  

• School regulation or teacher code prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation only  

 
Rhode Island 

• Law prohibits bullying on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity 
• See 16 R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-21-33 (2011). 

 
South Carolina  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
South Dakota  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Tennessee 

• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
Texas  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Utah 

• School regulation or teacher code prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation only  
 

Vermont 
• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 

identity 
• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the basis of association with someone with a 

listed characteristic 
• See Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 9, § 4502, amended to include sexual orientation in 2001 and 

amended to include gender identity in 2007 

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors659.html
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE16/16-21/16-21-33.HTM
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/09/139/04502
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Virginia  
• No law protecting LGBT students 

 
Washington 

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the bases of sexual orientation and gender 
identity 

• See RCW 28A.642.010, amended to include sexual orientation in 2002 and amended to 
include gender identity in 2009  

 
West Virginia  

• No law protecting LGBT students 
 
Wisconsin 

• Law prohibits discrimination in schools on the basis of sexual orientation only 
• See Wis. Stat. § 118.13 (2001). 

 
Wyoming  

• No law protecting LGBT students 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.642.010
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2001/statutes/statutes/118/13

