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VT In 2017 alone, at least 33 states 
considered preemption bills 

specifically targeting immigrants 
and pro-immigrant policies such 

as sanctuary cities.

Source: NCSL 2017

Anti-immigrant preemption laws threaten the safety and wellbeing of immigrants,    
   including the estimated 267,000 unauthorized LGBT immigrants in the United States.

These preemption efforts also jeopardize the safety and economic prosperity of cities and counties.

Immigrant rights are LGBT rights. State preemption threatens both.

TARGETING IMMIGRANTS

currently live in the United States.

267,000 unauthorized LGBT immigrants

STATE PREEMPTION LAWS STOP LOCAL CITIES AND COUNTIES 
FROM PASSING ORDINANCES THAT BENEFIT THEIR COMMUNITIES

Sources: National Conference on State Legislatures, 2017, “Sanctuary Policy FAQ,” http://www.ncsl.org/research/immigration/sanctuary-policy-faq635991795.aspx#bills. Gary J. Gates, 2013, “LGBT Adult Immigrants in the United States,” The Williams Institute, 
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/research/census-lgbt-demographics-studies/us-lgbt-immigrants-mar-2013.

STATE PREEMPTION: A THREAT TO 
IMMIGRANTS AND TO LGBT EQUALITY
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