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Concerns about 
schools, education 

(exacerbated by 
the pandemic)

Concerns about 
government 

censorship, incl.   
in education

Audience Starting Point



1. Focus on curriculum 
censorship; contrast 
with core values 
around freedom of 
speech and ideas

America is a country of freedom of 
speech and freedom of ideas. 

Those freedoms end when politicians 
start banning books and censoring 
curriculum simply because some 
people find them uncomfortable.
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2. Emphasize the 
slippery slope—and 
contrast with what 
we want for students

What’s next? Censoring teaching 
about slavery? Banning books about 
the Civil Rights Movement and Martin 
Luther King? Skipping over the 
Holocaust because you can’t teach it 
without acknowledging Nazism? 
Children deserve an honest and 
accurate education that enables them 
to learn from our past and help build a 
better future. 
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3. Unmask opponents’ 
agenda to control 
students, including 
when it comes to 
LGBTQ students

The politicians and groups behind these 
bills want to use our laws to control what 
students can and cannot read, what they 
can and cannot learn, and—most 
troublingly—who they can and cannot be. 

Our schools should protect all students, 
including LGBTQ students, so they can 
learn and thrive in a safe environment. 
This law would force schools to violate 
that most basic trust. 
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Talking About Transgender Youth 
Participation in Sports
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Concerns about 
fairness/fair play, 
often lensed thru 

zero-sum thinking

Concerns about 
exclusion, not 

wanting to hurt 
trans kids

Audience Starting Point



1. Focus on sports as a 
values-centered part 
of the educational 
process—what 
sports teach, and 
what kids learn 
(participation, not 
“competition”)

Kids learn a lot of important life 
lessons in sports: leadership, 
confidence, self-respect, 
sportsmanship, self-discipline, 
and what it means to be part of 
a team. 

Messaging Approaches & Guidance



2. Help people navigate 
their unfamiliarity so 
it does not act as a 
barrier to support

It can be hard to understand what 
it means to be transgender, 
especially if you’ve never met a 
transgender person. And it’s 
common to have questions at 
first. But we can all agree that 
transgender kids should be 
treated with dignity and respect, 
just like everyone else.
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3. Emphasize the harm 
of banning 
transgender youth 
from participating in 
school sports

Transgender kids, like other 
students, deserve the same 
opportunity to learn teamwork, 
sportsmanship, leadership and self-
discipline, and to build a sense of 
belonging with their peers. The 
government shouldn’t ban them 
from playing because they’re 
transgender.
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4. Soothe concerns by 
emphasizing that 
local policies are 
working…

Local schools across the nation 
are already creating policies that 
protect transgender youth and 
ensure a level playing field for all 
students, and they’re working. 
Banning transgender youth from 
participating in sports undermines 
those efforts.
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4. Soothe concerns by 
emphasizing that 
local policies are 
working…
…and de-anchoring 
the conversation  
from elite sports.

We all want to ensure a level playing field when it 
comes to youth sports. The truth is, every child is 
different in different ways—which is why some 
girls excel at gymnastics, others at volleyball, 
some at basketball, and others at soccer. 
Success in school sports is really about practice, 
self-discipline, access to good coaches and 
facilities, and even money to pay for outside 
training. The overwhelming majority of 
transgender youth, like most kids, don’t even 
play at elite levels. They just want to play 
everyday school sports and participate with their 
peers.
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Talking About 
Medical Care Bans
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Audience Starting Point

Unfamiliarity with, 
questions about 
medical care for 

trans youth

Concerns about 
gov’t bans, taking 
decision-making 

away from parents



Audience Starting Point

Morning Consult survey for MAP, February 16-19, 2023, n=2,203 U.S. adults.



1. This is about medical 
care—period. 

Transgender children, like all children, 
have the best chance to thrive when they 
are supported and can get the doctor-
prescribed medical care they need… 

       

Messaging Approaches & Guidance

We don’t need politicians making it even 
harder for kids who are transgender, 
denying them essential medical care, 
care that is supported by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, the American 
Medical Association, and other leading 
medical authorities. 



2. Center parents of 
transgender youth in 
these conversations…

The parents of a transgender 
youth should have the freedom to 
get their child the prescribed 
medication they need.     

Politicians shouldn’t be able to 
overrule parents who need to 
access essential medical care for 
their transgender child.
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2. Center parents of 
transgender youth in 
these conversations…

3. ...and name/normalize 
unfamiliarity, 
emphasize what 
motivates parents of 
transgender youth.

It can be hard to understand what 
it's like to have a transgender child, 
especially if you've never met 
someone who is transgender. 

Parents of transgender children, like 
most parents, want to do what is 
best for their child—and that 
includes ensuring that a child 
receives the medical care they need.
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3. Strike the right 
balance on benefits 
of care for trans 
youth—and the 
harms of banning it.

When transgender youth receive the medical 
care they need, they are able to thrive and have 
healthy, happy childhoods that set them up for 
success in life.  

Denying medical care and support to 
transgender youth puts them at risk of serious 
harms, including depression, self-harm, and/or 
suicidal thoughts or behavior. 

Research also shows that when families support 
their transgender kids, those kids are much less 
likely to be depressed—and they show significant 
increases in self-esteem and general health. 
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4. Address concerns by 
emphasizing the 
standards of care 
(incl. assessment 
process), monitoring 
of care, and support 
from the medical 
community.

Medical care for transgender youth may 
involve a doctor prescribing puberty blocking 
medication and/or hormone therapy with the 
consent of the parents and after in-depth 
screening by mental health professionals.     

And if there are side-effects, the supervising 
physician can adjust the treatment.     

All the leading medical associations endorse 
this medical care because scientific research 
shows it is effective and essential to the 
health and well-being of transgender youth. 
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FOCUS: YOUTH CARE



4. Soothe concerns by 
emphasizing the 
standards of care 
(incl. assessment 
process), monitoring 
of care, and support 
from the medical 
community.

The standards of medical care for gender 
dysphoria involve the consent of the patient, 
consent of the parents if the patient is a minor, 
and in-depth screening and assessment by 
mental health professionals. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics, the 
American Medical Association, and the other 
leading medical associations endorse this 
medical care because decades of scientific 
research show it is effective in treating gender 
dysphoria. This medical care is essential to the 
health and well-being of transgender people.

Messaging Approaches & Guidance

FOCUS: STANDARDS OF CARE



5. Illustrate Threats to 
Medical Care 
Providers

This bill would punish doctors who follow the 
standards of medical care for transgender 
youth—standards that are endorsed by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, the 
American Medical Association, and the other 
leading medical authorities. 
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Avoid unfamiliar 
terms when 

talking about 
medical care for 

trans youth

Things to Avoid

Don’t follow anti-
transgender 

opponents down 
their rabbit holes
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