
 
 
 

 

Gay/Trans Panic Defense Laws 
 

No updates required since June 30, 2019 
 
Alabama 

• No law 
 
Alaska  

• No law 
 
Arizona  

• No law 
 
Arkansas 

• No law 
 
California 

• State law bans the use of “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses 
• See AB 2501 (2014) 

 
Colorado  

• No law 
 
Connecticut  

• State law bans the use of “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses 
• See SB 58 (2019) 

 
Delaware  

• No law 
 
District of Columbia  

• No law 
 
Florida  

• No law 
 
Georgia  

• No law 
 
  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB2501
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB00058&which_year=2019


 
 
 

 

Hawaii 
• State law bans the use of “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses 
• See HB 711 (2019) 

 
Idaho  

• No law  
 
Illinois 

• State law bans the use of “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses 
• See SB 1761 (2017) 

 
Indiana  

• No law 
 

Iowa 
• No law  

 
Kansas  

• No law 
 
Kentucky  

• No law 
 
Louisiana  

• No law 
 
Maine 

• State law bans the use of “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses 
• See LD 1632 (2019) 

 
Maryland 

• No law 
 
Massachusetts 

• No law 
 
Michigan  

• No law 
 
  

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2019/bills/HB711_SD1_.pdf
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1761&GAID=14&GA=100&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=104743&SessionID=91
http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?LD=1632&snum=129


 
 
 

 

Minnesota 
• No law 

 
Mississippi  

• No law 
 
Missouri  

• No law 
 
Montana  

• No law 
 
Nebraska  

• No law 
 
Nevada 

• State law bans the use of “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses 
• See SB 97 (2019) 

 
New Hampshire 

• No law 
 
New Jersey 

• No law 
 
New Mexico 

• No law 
 
New York  

• State law bans the use of “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses 
• See A.8375 (2019) 

 
North Carolina  

• No law 
 
North Dakota  

• No law 
  

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Reports/history.cfm?DocumentType=2&BillNo=97
https://nyassembly.gov/Press/files/20190619b.php


 
 
 

 

Ohio  
• No law 

 
Oklahoma  

• No law 
 
Oregon 

• No law 
 
Pennsylvania  

• No law 
 
Rhode Island 

• State law bans the use of “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses 
• See H 7066 (2018). 

 
South Carolina  

• No law 
 
South Dakota  

• No law 
 
Tennessee 

• No law 
 
Texas  

• No law 
 
Utah 

• No law 
 
Vermont 

• No law 
 
Virginia  

• No law 
 
  

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText18/HouseText18/H7066aa.htm


 
 
 

 

Washington 
• No law 

 
West Virginia  

• No law 
 
Wisconsin 

• No law 
 
Wyoming  

• No law 
 
U.S. Territories 
No panic defense laws were identified in the five populated U.S. territories. 

 
 


