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Post-Election Audits Required 

No updates required since March 25, 2025 

Background 

Similar in concept to an independent audit of financial statements, post-election audits are a 
nonpartisan process that allows states to verify the accuracy and performance of voting equipment 
and vote counting machines. In effect, a post-election audit is a partial recount of results, checking 

random samples of paper ballots or records against the results produced by the voting system, to verify 
that the voting system accurately recorded and counted the votes. While the majority of states require 

some form of a post-election audit, not all states have such processes in place. Properly conducted, 
nonpartisan audits provide public confidence in election results and can also act as a safeguard against 

hacking and foreign interference. Note: In 2020 and 2021, partisan officials hired unqualified individuals 
to conduct improper ballot reviews in states like Arizona in an effort to undermine trust in state voting 

systems and election officials. These efforts, which compromised the integrity of both ballots and voting 
machines, should not be characterized as audits, as they were designed and undertaken for illegitimate 

purposes. 

Scoring     

• State requires some form of a post-election audit, 1 point  

• State does not require a post-election audit, 0 points  

 

Summary Table 

Category Number List 

State requires 
some form of 
post-election 

audit 

44 states & 
D.C. 

Alaska 
Arizona 

Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 

Connecticut 
Delaware 

D.C. 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 
Maryland 
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Massachusetts 
Michigan 

Minnesota 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Jersey 
New Mexico 

New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 

Ohio 
Oregon 

Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 

South Carolina 
South Dakota 

Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 

Vermont 
Virginia 

Washington 
West Virginia 

Wisconsin 
 

State does not 
require a post-
election audit 

8 states 

Alabama 
Indiana 

Louisiana 
Maine 

Mississippi 
New Hampshire 

Oklahoma 
Wyoming 
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail 
 

Alabama (0)       

• State does not require a post-election audit. 

Alaska (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Alaska Stat. Ann. § 15.15.430). 

Arizona (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Arizona Rev. Stat. § 16-602).   

Arkansas (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (AR Code § 7-4-121).    

California (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Cal. Elec. Code §336.5).  

Colorado (1)       

• State requires risk-limiting audits (C.R.S. §1-7-515).  

Connecticut (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Conn. Gen. Stat. §9-320f).   

Delaware (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Del. Code. Title 15 § 5012A).    

D.C. (1)       

• Requires a post-election audit (D.C. Code Ann. §1-1001.09a). 

Florida (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Fla. Stat. Ann. §101.591).   

Georgia (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Ga. Code Ann. §21-2-498). 

Hawaii (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Hawaii Rev. Stat. §16-42). 
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https://casetext.com/statute/alaska-statutes/title-15-elections/chapter-1515-elections-and-ballots/section-1515430-scope-of-the-review-of-ballot-counting
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00602.htm
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/2020/title-7/chapter-4/subchapter-1/section-7-4-121/
https://law.justia.com/codes/california/2022/code-elec/division-0-5/chapter-4/section-336-5/
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article7.html
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_148.htm
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/c050a/index.html
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/1-1001.09a
https://www.flsenate.gov/laws/statutes/2020/101.591
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-georgia/title-21-elections/chapter-2-elections-and-primaries-generally/article-12-returns/section-21-2-498-precertification-tabulation-audits
https://law.justia.com/codes/hawaii/2022/title-2/chapter-16/section-16-42/
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Idaho (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (ID SB 1274 (2022)). 

Illinois (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (10 ILCS 24A-15). 

Indiana (0)       

• State does not require a post-election audit (U.S. Election Assistance Commission 2022 
Election Administration and Voting Survey).     

Iowa (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (I.C.A. § 50.51).    

Kansas (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (K.S.A. 25-3009).    

Kentucky (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Ky. Rev. Stat. §117.383).  

Louisiana (0)       

• State does not require a post-election audit (U.S. Election Assistance Commission 2022 
Election Administration and Voting Survey).     

Maine (0)       

• State does not require a post-election audit (U.S. Election Assistance Commission 2022 
Election Administration and Voting Survey).     

Maryland (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (MD Elec. Law Code § 11-309).  

Massachusetts (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Mass. Gen. Laws, §109A).    

Michigan (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Michigan Proposal 2 (2022)).   

Minnesota (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Minn. Stat. Ann. §206.89). 
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https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2022/legislation/s1274/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=001000050K24A-15
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/50.51.pdf
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch25/025_030_0009.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52137
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gel&section=11-309&enactments=false
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter109A
https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/Alpha/Ballot_Proposal_2_of_2022.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/206.89
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Mississippi (0)       

• State does not require a post-election audit (U.S. Election Assistance Commission 2022 
Election Administration and Voting Survey).     

Missouri (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (15 Mo. Code of State Regs. §30-10.110). 

Montana (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Mont. Code Ann. §13-17-501).    

Nebraska (1)       

• State requires a post-election audit (Nebraska Secretary of State).    

Nevada (1)       

• State requires risk-limiting audits (NV Rev. Stat. §293.394).  

New Hampshire (0)       

• State does not require a post-election audit (U.S. Election Assistance Commission 2022 
Election Administration and Voting Survey).        

New Jersey (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (N.J. Stat. Ann. §19:61-9).   

New Mexico (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (NM Stat. §1-14-13.2).   

New York (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (9 N.Y. Comp. Rules & Regs. 6210.18).    

North Carolina (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. §163-182.1).  

North Dakota (0)       

• State requires post-election audits (ND SB 2175 (2025). 

Ohio (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (Ohio’s Election Official Manual, Chapter 9 Section 1.03).  

 

 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
https://casetext.com/regulation/missouri-administrative-code/title-15-elected-officials/division-30-secretary-of-state/chapter-10-voting-machines-electronic/section-15-csr-30-10110-manual-recount
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0170/part_0050/sections_index.html
https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections/nebraska-election-security
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-293.html
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/2022_EAVS_Report_508c.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/2022/title-19/section-19-61-9/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-mexico/2021/chapter-1/article-14/section-1-14-13-2/
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_163/GS_163-182.1.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/bill-overview/bo2175.html
https://www.ohiosos.gov/globalassets/elections/directives/2022/eom/dir2022-13-ch09.pdf
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Oklahoma (0)       

• State does not require a post-election audit.  

Oregon (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (O.R.S. §254.529). 

Pennsylvania (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (25 P.S. §3031.17). 

Rhode Island (1)       

• State requires risk-limiting audits (R.I. Gen. Laws § 17-19-37.4).   

South Carolina (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (South Carolina State Election Commission). 

South Dakota (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (SD SB 160 (2023)). 

Tennessee (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (TN Code § 2-20-103).   

Texas (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (Texas Election Code Ann. §127.201).      

Utah (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (UT Code § 20A-3-302(7)). 

Vermont (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (17 Vt. Stat. Ann. §2493). 

Virginia (1)       

• State requires risk-limiting audits (Va. Code § 24.2-671.1).  

Washington (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (RCW §29A.60.185). 

West Virginia (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (West Virginia State Rule 153-18). 
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https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_254.529
https://govt.westlaw.com/pac/Document/NE8D7C3E0343011DA8A989F4EECDB8638
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-19/17-19-37.4.HTM
https://www.scvotes.gov/data/AuditDesc.html
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/23961
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2021/title-2/chapter-20/section-2-20-103/
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.127.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter3/20A-3-S302.html
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/17/051/02493
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter6/section24.2-671/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=50374&Format=PDF


 
 
 

 
                  www.mapresearch.org 

 
 

Wisconsin (1)       

• State requires post-election audits (Wis. Stat. Ann. §7.08(6)).   

Wyoming (0)       

• State does not require post-election audits. 

 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/7.08#:%7E:text=7.08%20(1)%20(a),to%20municipalities%20within%20the%20county.
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