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Background 
During the 2020 election cycle, in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, philanthropists recognized a need 
for additional funding for election offices. These grants were available to any election jurisdiction, and 
over 2,500 individual offices received additional funding to increase their staffing, training, and available 
equipment and to conduct safe elections despite COVID-19. All funds were required to be used exclusively 
for the public purpose of planning and operationalizing safe and secure election administration. In 2021 
and 2022, a number of states have enacted bans on these types of grants, while disregarding the gaps in 
funding that led to the need for the grants in 2020. 

 

Scoring 
• State bans private grant funding for election administration, -1 point  

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration, 0 points 

 

 

State-by-State Sources and More Detail 
Alabama (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (AL HB 194 (2022)).    

Alaska (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

Arizona (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (AZ HB 2569 (2021)).    

http://www.mapresearch.org/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/alison.legislature.state.al.us/files/pdf/SearchableInstruments/2022RS/PrintFiles/HB194-Enr.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/bills/HB2569H.pdf
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Arkansas (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (AR HB 1866 (2021)).    

California (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration. 

Colorado (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.  

Connecticut (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

Delaware (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

D.C. (0)       

• Does not ban private grant funding for election administration. 

Florida (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (FL SB 90 (2021)).   

Georgia (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (GA SB 202 (2021)).    

Hawaii (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.   

Idaho (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (ID SB 1168 (2021)).    

Illinois (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

Indiana (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (IN SB 398 (2021)).    

Iowa (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Acts/FTPDocument?path=%2FACTS%2F2021R%2FPublic%2F&file=961.pdf&ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2021R
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/90/BillText/er/PDF
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/legislation/document/20212022/201121
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2021/legislation/S1168.pdf
http://in-proxy.openstates.org/2021/bills/SB0398/versions/SB0398.06.ENRH


 
 
 

 
                  www.mapresearch.org 

 
 

Kansas (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (KS HB 2183 (2021)).    

Kentucky (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (KY HB 301 (2022)).  

Louisiana (1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (LA HB 311 (2023)). Note: This was a 
referred constitutional amendment  

Maine (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

Maryland (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

Massachusetts (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

Michigan (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

Minnesota (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.   

Mississippi (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (MS HB 1365 (2022)).    

Missouri (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (MO HB 1878 (2022)). 

Montana (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (MT SB 117 (2023)). 

Nebraska (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

Nevada (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.  

http://www.mapresearch.org/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/documents/hb2183_enrolled.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22rs/hb301.html
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=23RS&b=HB311&sbi=y
https://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2022/html/HB/1300-1399/HB1365PS.htm
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/1878.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2023/billpdf/SB0117.pdf
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New Hampshire (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

New Jersey (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

New Mexico (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.  

New York (0) 

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.    

North Carolina (-1) 

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (NC SB 747 (2023)).    

North Dakota (-1) 

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (ND HB 1256 (2021)).    

Ohio (-1) 

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (OH HB 110 (2021)).    

Oklahoma (-1) 

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (OK HB 3046 (2022)).    

Oregon (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.   

Pennsylvania (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (PA SB 982 (2022)). 

Rhode Island (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.     

South Carolina (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (SC SB 108 (2022)).    

South Dakota (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (SD SB 122 (2022)).  

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/s747
https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/67-2021/documents/21-0377-04000.pdf
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_134/bills/hb110/EN/07/hb110_07_EN?format=pdf
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB3046&session=2200#:%7E:text=Elections%3B%20creating%20the%20Prohibit%20the,private%20funds%20for%20elections%3B%20emergency.
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&body=S&type=B&bn=982
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/bills/108.htm
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/22835
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Tennessee (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (TN SB 1315 (2021)).    

Texas (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (TX HB 2283 (2021)).      

Utah (-1)  

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (UT SB 219 (2022)).   

Vermont (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.   

Virginia (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (VA SB 80 (2022)).    

Washington (0)       

• State does not ban private grant funding for election administration.  

West Virginia (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (WV HB 4097 (2022)). 

Wisconsin (1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration (Wisconsin Ballot Question 1 
(2024)). 

Wyoming (-1)       

• State bans private grant funding for election administration.    
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https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1315
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02283F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://le.utah.gov/%7E2022/bills/static/SB0219.html
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+sum+SB80#:%7E:text=Prohibits%20state%20and%20local%20elections,or%20any%20other%20expense%20incurred
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=HB4097%20INTR.htm&yr=2022&sesstype=RS&i=4097
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/related/proposals/sjr78
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